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An inspiring new collection by 
sustainable carpet-maker Interface 
will help purge the Filipino waters of 
discarded fishing nets.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et 
dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim 
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation 
ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea 
commodo consequat.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipisicing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Ut enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris 
nisi ut aliquip ex ea 
commodo consequat.

What do fishermen residing in remote 
island villages in the Philippines have 
to do with carpets? A whole lot, thanks 
to an innovative pilot project launched 
by green-minded carpet manufacturer 
Interface. Founded by the late Ray 
Anderson, an acclaimed American 
entrepreneur who championed 
sustainable business models well before 
the term ‘green’ became an industry 
catchword, the company kick-started 
Net-Works last year in a move to address 
an ever-expanding global problem: 
ghost-fishing. Increasingly, used fishing 
nets are being discarded in world’s 
oceans; composed of monofilament 
nylon, a synthetic material said to 
deteriorate over 600 years, the nets play 
a significant role in the environmental 
dilemma known as ‘plastic soup.’ 

Partnering with the Zoological Society 
of London and working alongside a 

local NGO called the Project Seahorse 
Foundation for Marine Conservation, 
Interface enlisted the help of fishing 
communities throughout the Philippines, 
a country the company identifies as 
“the global centre of marine shore fish 
biodiversity.” Clean-up efforts, which 
commenced in the coastal Danajon Bank 
area, were deliberately strategic. 

“Danajon Bank is a double barrier 
reef in the center of the Philippines, and 
one of the most degraded coral reefs 
in the world,” says Hanna Manneby, a 
marketing communication manager for 
Interface. “The area has high population 
densities as well as high levels of poverty. 
The island villages are highly dependent 
on marine resources, mainly fishing 
and seaweed farming.” In creating a 
community-based supply chain for 
recycled fishing nets through Net-Works, 
Manneby says that Interface was in a 

position to improve the livelihoods of 
the residents and provide an impetus for 
community banking institutions that 
aspire to alleviate poverty in the area. 

Good intentions aside, the project 
also brims with sound business sense, 
literally turning one man’s trash into 
another man’s treasure: the Net Effect 
Collection, a series of stunning modular 
carpet tiles spawned directly from the 
scavenged debris (processed into yarn 
by Interface partner Aquafil), is an 
anticipated bestseller for the company.

Divided into two elegant groupings - 
Net Effect One and Net Effect Two - the 
abstract designs embody the splendour 
of natural water-bound settings. 
“Aesthetically, we wanted Net Effect to 
capture the positivity of the Net-Works 
partnership and the beauty of the 
waters it’s so closely tied to,” says David 
Oakey, the creator of the collection and 
an exclusive designer for Interface. 
“This collection connects people with 
the emotions and memories associated 
with the beach, but their enjoyment 
is its most superficial benefit. What’s 
beneath the surface—including the 
product’s ties to the good work Net-
Works is doing—is what makes it 
extraordinary.” —Adele Chong
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